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ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

INTERIM REPORT FORM 
 

 
 

1. REPORT TITLE 

 

HCA HIP 2021-0151 Archaeological Impact Assessment of 800 University Drive Phase 1 

 

2. MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 

 

2.1 Protected HCA Sites: None 

2.2 Brief Overview of Study: 

 

Tk̓emlúps te Secwépemc (TteS) Natural Resource Department conducted an Archaeological 
Impact Assessment (AIA) of 800 University Drive, at Thompson Rivers University in 
Kamloops, BC (Figure 1). Thompson Rivers (the proponent) plans to develop the location to 
accommodate housing, retail or other buildings as well as upgrade existing roads and utilities. 
The assessment was conducted in July of 2021 under the direction of a TteS Field Director 
adhering to the outlined conditions detailed under Heritage Inspection Permit (HIP) 2021-
0151.  

 

An area of potential was identified during the desktop-review, which was confirmed to display 
high archaeological potential during the field visit. The area was subject to subsurface testing; 
no artifacts or archaeological features were encountered during the investigation. 

2.3 Results: 

 

A total of 31 tests were laid in 10 m grid spacing within areas containing high archaeological 
potential, with 20 of the 31 tests excavated by auger. The remaining 11 tests were not 
excavated due to concerns of contamination from the historic Guerin Creek landfill. These 
tests yielded negative results for archaeological materials.  

2.4 Management Recommendations: 

 

No further work is recommended for the assessed auger test area, as well as the northern 
parking lot area; should excavation in the western half of the project area exceed the depth of 
landfill materials, archaeological monitoring is recommended pending safe access for TteS 
field staff.  
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3. ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

 

3.1 Permit Holder: Ryan Dickie, M.A 3.2 
Permit 
Holder 
Affiliation: 

Tk’emlúps te 
Secwepemc 

3.3 
Proponent 
Contact: 

Matt Milovick 
T: (250) 819-6316 
E: mmilovick@tru.ca 

3.4 
Proponent 
Affiliation: 

Thompson Rivers 
University, 
805 TRU Way, 
Kamloops,  
BC V2C 0C8 

3.5 
Interim Report 
Author(s): 

Carissa Nakesch B.A (TteS NRD); Heleana Moore, B.A. (TteS NRD) 

3.6 
Interim Report 
Date & 
Version:  

October 29, 2021 

3.7 
Notification of 
Work Date: 

N/A 

 

4. PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

 

4.1 Description: Commercial and residential development 

4.2 Location: 800 University Drive, Kamloops, BC   

4.3 
NTS 
Mapsheet 

92I.069 

 
 

5. FIELD CREW 

 
Table 1. Field Crew 

Date 
(dd/mm/yy) 

Field Director 
(on site? Y/N) 

Field Supervisor Other Field Personnel 

12/07/21 
to 
14/04/21 

Ryan Dickie (Y) 
Carissa Nakesch 
(TteS) 

Cade Hawkins-Bara, Daren 
Thomas, Heleana Moore (TteS) 
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6. ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODS & RESULTS 

 

6.1. Pre-field Methodology 

 
 Archaeological potential and sites are indicated on the Study Area Map  

 
 An AOA and /or archaeological predictive model exists for the study area 

  Details:  

 

 Previous field studies influenced this assessment 

Details: AIA of BC Hydro SI-KAM-001 WKA Substation Duct Bank Egress DY0959, 
Kamloops, Kamloops, Permit #2018-0025 (Ursus 2018) 

 
 Review of Provincial Heritage Register 

  Date Accessed: February 8, 2021 

 
 Other 

  Details: Review of aerial photography indicates that a historic landfill was once located at the 
eastern extent of the property. Landfill location and extent confirmed by geotechnical assessment 
report conducted by EXP Services Inc. (Appendix B).   

 
Table 2. Archaeological Sites in the Vicinity of the Study Area 

Borden No. 
Distance & Direction 
from the Proposed 

Development 
Site Type 

Permit No. of Previous 
Visits 

Site in 
Conflict 

(Y/N) 

EeRc-43 1 km north Cemetery N/A N 

EeRc-58 1.2 km northwest Burial 1997-0004 N 

EeRc-134 1 km northwest 
Artifact 
scatter 

2018-0025 N 

EeRc-135 1 km north 
Artifact 
scatter 

2018-0025 N 

 
 

6.2. In-field Methodology  

 
  Auger test measurements are a minimum of 41 x 41 cm. 

Date Assessed: July 12th to 14th, 2021 

Describe if other: A 0.41 m auger bit was used to drill subsurface tests spaced at a 10 m grid; test 
sediments were then screened through 6mm mesh. All materials were returned into the drilled holes 
after screening occurred.  
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6.2.1 
Number of 
Crew 
Members: 

4-5 6.2.2 
Crew 
Spacing: 

 
N/A 

6.2.3 Other: N/A 

 

6.3. In-field Observations 

 

Prior to fieldwork, the project area was subject to a desktop-based review. Archaeological 

sites within vicinity of the project area and any previous studies in the area are summarized 

above (Table 2).  A review of historic aerial photography (City of Kamloops Map Series 

Through the Years 1928-2020) indicates that a historic landfill was once situated at the 

eastern extent of the development location as shown in the 1969 air photo. Geotechnical 

investigations detailed in the EXP Geotechnical Report (Appendix B) confirm that landfill 

remnants are present below the surface of the eastern extent of the project area (Figure 2, 

red line). Although this report details an “edge” of historic landfill debris, the edge is not clear 

from historical aerial photography. Historic air photos show the presence of a gravel parking 

lot in the northern extent of the project area appearing in 1986. Current satellite imagery 

indicates the northern extent of the project area now consists of a paved parking lot area, 

which has likely been extensively machine altered and leveled. Subsurface testing of this 

parking lot area is not feasible, but also unnecessary as the area displays low archaeological 

potential due to the level of historic disturbance. Utility locate survey indicated buried gas, 

sanitary, and electrical utilities in the eastern project area resulting this the area not being 

feasible for subsurface testing which also resulted in the low archaeological potential rating 

due to the high level of repeated disturbance. One grassy area with two rolling knoll features 

is deemed to display moderate to high archaeological potential at the desktop-review stage; 

this area of potential was later confirmed during fieldwork.  

 

Fieldwork commenced July 12, 2021, starting with a field assessment of the area of 

archaeological potential. The area of potential, or auger test area, consists of two grassy 

knolls bordered by a sidewalk to the south, west, and north of the area. A BC One Call 

(conducted prior to fieldwork) indicates buried utilities running parallel to the outside of the 

test area along McGill Road and University Drive. An underground sprinkler irrigation system 

overlaps the entire test area as well, which was indicated on the client drawings provided.  

 

A total of 31 tests locations were flagged at 10 m intervals. Auger excavation reached depths 

of up to 1.8 m below surface. Landfill refuse was encountered (AT 52-56 and 75 in Appendix 

A, Figure 2), further west then what was indicated by the geotechnical report (Figure 2). 

Testing was constrained to avoid all utilities; unfortunately, the irrigation system was hit at 

two auger test locations (Appendix A, Figure 2). Although these locations were excavated, 

they could not be screened due to the high volume of water flowing from the strike. Auger 

test 47 was also not excavated due to the close proximity to the underground irrigation line. 
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Only 20 of the 31 auger tests were excavated as the crew was not comfortable working in 

the historic landfill material for health and safety concerns. The presence of historic landfill 

debris also resulted in a down-grading of archaeological potential for the western remainder 

of the test area.  

 
 

 

6.4. Results & Recommendations  

 
Table 3. Assessment Results 

Subsurface 
Testing 

Description Location 
(UTM) 

Dimensions  
(L x W) 

Subsurface tests 

Total Pos Neg 

Auger Test 

(AT) Area  

Urban landscaping of 

manicured rolling hills 

with various walkways 

and pavement 

surrounding the open 

landscape. No natural 

vegetation, and terrain is 

not natural but 

landscaped for aesthetic 

appeal.  

10 U 686659 

5616128  

(AT 59) 

60 m E-W X 60 m 

N-S 

20 0 20 

 

A total of 20 auger tests were excavated within the proposed building development, of which none were 

positive for cultural materials. No protected archaeological sites or resources were identified within the 

areas of the proposed development that were accessible to archaeological investigation. The remainder 

of the project area is considered to have low potential for archaeological sites or was obscured by 

historic landfill material. The area that was successfully tested requires no further work, however due to 

the unknown depth of proposed future developments and the extent of landfill deposits throughout the 

area, we recommend that if development is to exceed landfill deposits and impact intact natural 

sediments, additional archaeological work is conducted. The lack of archaeological materials identified 

during the field assessments is not an indication of the absence of Secwepemc people on the 

landscape. Therefore, in the event that cultural materials are discovered over the course of the future 

proposed construction activities, all work should stop in the vicinity of the find and the Archaeology 

Branch and Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc Natural Resource Department be notified immediately. 

 
 

7. DISCLOSURE STATEMENT & SIGNATURE 

 

Even the most thorough investigation may fail to reveal the presence of all archaeological materials, 
including those protected by the Heritage Conservation Act. If unanticipated cultural materials or 
features, including but not limited to rock art, faunal remains, stone artifacts, and/or ancestral 
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remains, are encountered within the park, all ground-altering work in the immediate vicinity of the 
discovery should cease, and the Archaeology Branch must be contacted as soon as possible so 
that an archaeological management plan can be developed and implemented.  

 

This study is concerned with the identification and documentation of archaeological sites protected 
under Section 12 of the Heritage Conservation Act. This study was conducted without prejudice to 
Aboriginal Title and Rights and therefore is not considered consultation for the purpose of defining 
or limiting the Aboriginal Rights and Title of the Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc or any First Nation. 

 

Tk’emlúps te Secwepemc  

 

 

 

Heleana Moore BA                                                            Leslie LeBourdais BA, BGIS 

Archaeological Field Director                                            A\Manager Natural Resources Department 
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8. REFERENCES CITED 

 

Kamloops Through the Years 1928-2020 Map Series. Kamloops.maps.arcgis.com, 

kamloops.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=1b003d8208e844188a3939e895b86489. 

Ursus, 2018 

AIA of BC Hydro SI-KAM-001 WKA Substation Duct Bank Egress DY0959, Kamloops, Kamloops, Permit #2018-

0025. Report on file with Archaeology Branch of British Columbia.  

 

9. SHAPE FILES 

 

 Study area shape files have been sent to archsiteform@gov.bc.ca 
 

10. APPENDICES 

 
Required: 
 

 General Area Map 
 Study Area Map 
 Photo Plate(s) 

 
If Applicable: 
 

 Detailed Development Map 
 Subsurface Test Log 
 Site Forms, Site Maps and Related Documents  
 Other Details: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:archsiteform@gov.bc.ca
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Photo 1. View east of project area before commencement of auger testing. 
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Photo 2. View west during auger testing. 
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Photo 3. View north of project area after completion of auger testing. Note: this area represents the historic landfill. 
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Photo 4. View south of project area after completion of auger testing. Note McGill Road  running east-west. 
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Figure 1. Project Overview Map 
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Appendix A 

Auger Test Log Phase 1 

44 Negative 

    

0 1.4m Brown silt/sand 5% sub round and sub angular 

    

45 Negative 

    

0 1.0m Dark brown silt/sand 
0.5% asphalt, 5% sub round 
and sub angular  

    

46 Negative 

    

0 1.5 
Grey sand and pockets 
of clay 

2% sub round and sub angular 

    

47 No Test 

    

    

    

48 Negative 

    

0 1.6m Brown silt/sand 2% sub round and sub angular 

    

49 

 
Negative 

    

0 1.5m Brown silt/sand 2% sub round and sub angular 

    

50 

 
Negative 

    

0 1.8m Brown silt/sand 5% sub round and sub angular 

    

51 Negative  

    

0 1.8m Brown silt/sand 5% sub round and sub angular 

    

52 Negative 

    

0 1.2m Brown silt  5% sub round and sub angular 

    

53 Negative 

    

0 1.2m Brown silt/sand 
2% sub round and sub angular 
with glass shards 

    

54 Negative 0 1.0m Dark brown silt Water line 



Thompson River University  
800 University Drive 
HIP 2021-0151 

 

 

Page 15 of 18 
BC Archaeology Branch 

AIA Interim Report 

Beta version, 16 April 2015 

55 Negative 0 1.5m Dark brown sand 0.5% pebbles 

56 

 
 
Negative 0 1.2m Light brown sand 0.5% pebbles 

57 

 
Negative 0 1.2m Light brown sand Buried garbage 

58 

 
Negative 0 1.3m Light brown sand Buried garbage  

59 

 
Negative 

0 1.3m Dark brown silt Buried garbage 

60 

 
Negative 

0 1.5m Dark brown silt Buried garbage  

61 

 
Negative 0 1.0m Light brown sand Buried garbage 

62 

 
Negative 

0 1.5m Dark brown silt Buried garbage 

63 

 
No test     

64 

 
No test     

65 

 
 
No test     
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66 

 
 
No test     

67 

 
 
No test     

68 

 
No test 

    

69 

 
 
No test     

70 

 
 
No test     

71 

 
 
No test     

72 

 
 
No test     

73 

 
 
No test     

74 

 
 
Negative 0 1.0m Light brown silty sand 5% sub round and sub angular 
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75 

 
 
Negative 0 1.6m Brown silt 

5% sub round and sub angular 
with buried garbage  
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Appendix B 

Geotechnical Assessment - EXP 
























































































